Message of Deputy Chairman ERRA
I feel much pleasure to express my heartfelt gratitude to Saudi Government, people and particularly Saudi Public Assistance for Pakistan Earthquake Victims (SPAPEV), the Saudi based relief organization working under the leadership of its Chairman, Dr. Saed Al-Harthi, Advisor to Interior Minister Prince Naif Bin Abdul Aziz Al-Saud here in Pakistani quake hit areas soon after the October 8, 2005 devastated earthquake.
If we look at the October 8, 2005 earthquake, we have covered the distance from agony which the people of Pakistan suffered in the hour of natural calamity to rehabilitation, the phase of new and normal life. 
This Earthquake of high intensity left a great task for us which required a colossal amount to reinstate the destroyed infrastructure. 
With the active participation of donor countries including Saudi Arabia, the Government of Pakistan resumed relief, rescue, rehabilitation and reconstruction work to settle the survivors of the quake-ravaged areas. 
The process, no doubt requires a long time but we had to do this process on emergency basis to mitigate the sufferings of the displaced families.

Thanks to Almighty Allah, we have got success in this endeavor. In our hour of trial Saudi Arabia came forward with a project of pre-fabricated houses, for sheltering earthquake victims. 
We are developing New Balakot City at Bakryal, but at least 3 to 6 years are required to complete it, as it is a long-term housing project. We and SPAPEV developed a comprehensive strategy and found that there was a gap between temporary shelters i.e. tents and our long-term housing. At this time a mid-term housing project was a must, and we are very grateful to Saudi Government to provide us such a necessary project.
The inhabitants were reluctant to leave their forefather places; it was decided to place them back near to their original locations. 
I, on the behalf of ERRA thank the Saudi Government, specially Saudi Public Assistance for Pakistan Earthquake Victims (SPAPEV) for stepped up efforts to re-house the Balakot people to their existing places and completing such a huge project of 4000 houses. This project comprises two bed rooms, kitchen and a bathroom to accommodate the affected families of Balakot, which is exceptional.
This assistance for suffering quake affected brethren can never be ignored and would be long remembered. 
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This project is a great help for us and in my view Government of Saudi Arabia has been exceptional in all accounts. This has certainly taken the affectees to a better position while aligning with our motto "Build Back Better".
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